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                   GUILDFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL        
 

                                 APIA STREET GUILDFORD  NSW  2161 
                                 Phone: 9632 9675     fax: 9892 1325 

                                    www.guildford-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
  

            13th JUNE NEWS UPDATE 

Principal’s News 
 

I am very well aware that there are times when your 
child’s teacher is not on class due to a number of  
factors. Meaningful teacher Professional Learning is 
one of the greatest things we can employ to increase 
the skills and knowledge of teachers who are then able 
to have the most impact on student learning. Booking 
replacement or casual teachers to replace your child’s 
teacher for a day is often very difficult as it is with many 
schools. Casual teachers are often booked for days or 
weeks at a time, meaning Guildford classes may need 
to be split for the day. In any case, Mrs Luongo, is 
working hard to provide all students with the best out-
come.   
 
Teachers have been preparing students’ Semester 1 
Academic Report in anticipation of Parent/student/
teacher interviews scheduled for the last week of this 
term (Monday 1st July to Thursday 4th July). This year 
the interview has been increased to 20 minutes  
allowing a more thorough discussion of your child’s 
learning, progress and social/emotional development. I 
commend teachers for their hard work and diligence in 
preparing accurate reports so parents and students 
have a true sense of what they know, understand and 
can do. Appointments for interviews will need to be 
made through the link with schoolinterviews.com.au 
More information will be provided next week about how 
to make appointments with or without an interpreter. 
 
I am travelling to Italy with my family and will be on 
long service leave for four weeks, starting Monday 17 
June. Ms Levis will relieve as Principal. Mrs Luongo will 
relieve at Deputy Principal, while Miss Jones will re-
lieve as Assistant Principal Stage 2. I trust all families 
feel a sense of accomplishment this term and I look 
forward to reconnecting with students, parents, carers 
and staff upon my return on Monday 29th July. 
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCES 
NAPLAN was recently completed once again and 
individual student reports will be sent to schools next 
term. As you are aware, Guildford PS, participated in 
the on-line NAPLAN in 2018 and again this year. As 
such the questions asked of students during the  
assessment would be different for every child,  
depending on their responses. Student results from this 
‘individualised’ NAPLAN can therefore, not accurately 
be compared among other students. Year 3 and 5  
Students will though, still receive bands for all  
components of NAPLAN. 
 

EXPECTATIONS OF PARENTS AND CARERS 
WHEN VISITING SCHOOL  
At Guildford PS we welcome and encourage parent 
and carer contributions and involvement and recognise 
we are more likely to achieve successful learning  
outcomes for our students when this occurs. 
I expect and encourage parents and carers to support 
their child’s wellbeing and to raise any concerns about 
the treatment they feel their child has received at 
school or the way in which our school has dealt with 
the matter. However, it is important everyone at this 
school, regardless of the role they play, is treated with 
dignity and respect. 
 
Respectful and focused communication about students 
fosters positive relationships between parents and 
school staff. Our staff is not required to put up with  
behaviour from parents that they find offensive,  
aggressive, threatening or intimidating. Likewise,  
parents are to restrain from approaching and talking to 
students where it is deemed as offensive, aggressive, 
threatening or intimidating. 
 
In the case where a parents and carer is concerned or 
upset about the treatment of their child, they must  
approach the office and make an appointment with the 
stage Assistant Principal. The Assistant Principal will 
escalate serious cases to the Deputy Principal or  
Principal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS (CAPA) 
SHOWCASE 
This year’s combined CAPA Showcase will be centred 
on the theme ‘This Is Me’. The concert will be on 
Thursday 22nd August 11:30am - 1:30pm. The  
ticketed price is $5 per person entry. Tickets will be 
announced soon – for now LOCK in the date and time 
if your child is in either the dance, choir or visual arts 
exhibition. Watch out for CAPA Showcase news. The 
schools involved this year are Guildford, Merrylands, 
Hilltop Rd, Sherwood Grange, Granville South and 
Guildford West Public Schools, and Merrylands High 
School. 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDER  
All students should now be wearing a school hat to 
school, on the playground, during sport, PSSA or  
fitness time and to excursions. School hats are  
available from the school canteen for $12. Also,  
students need to wear a school jumper or jacket. No 
multi-coloured clothes, jackets or branded pants and 
jumpers. 
 
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND NAIDOC 
WEEK 
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) was an  
enormous success with all classes participating in the 
Sea of Hands and creating their own Serpent story of 
reconciliation. The picture book ‘Sorry Day’ by Coral 
Vass and Dub Leffler provided beautiful illustrations of 
reconciliation themes. Thank you to Mr Norambuena 
for locating and ordering one for every two classes and 
to Mr Searle for leading Reconciliation Week activities. 
Students Mariam Maamari, Hailey Oymak, Arlandria 
O’Neill and Saad Hawilo have been selected to join a 
Community of Schools Dance Mob which will perform 
in week 10 of this term across 6 schools.  

ATHLETICS CARNIVALS  
You may have noticed that the K-2 and Years 3-6  
Athletics carnivals are being run separately this year. 
The growth in our student numbers means we have 
outgrown the concept of a K-6 carnival. Next Thursday 
the Years 3-6 Athletics Carnival will he held at Holroyd 
Sports Ground, Peel Street, Merrylands. Primary  
students will travel by bus to a from the venue, staying 
at the ground all day. The K-2 Athletics Carnival will be 
held at school starting at 12.30pm. If you have children 
in K-2 and 3-6, you could certainly visit both sites to 
see your children participating. 
 
 
 
 
 
GROUNDS IMPROVEMENTS  
Air-conditioning has been installed in the Kindergarten 
Hall where the OoSH can now enjoy a more  
comfortable and consistent temperature. Air-
conditioning has also been installed in the Learning 
Support office. This I know makes Mrs Hemming,  
Mrs Nijjar and Mrs Moussa very happy. The two hall 
toilets and one in the Kindergarten block have been 
refurbished after decades of neglect. 
 
Plans are well under way to improve the area near the 
flagpoles. Plans include for sandpits, permanent  
umbrellas, artificial grass cover and improved  
drainage. We look forward to installing a sensory play 
area once we have selected equipment and removed 
the old play equipment which has to be removed due 
to safety reasons. 

CAR PARK SAFETY  
It is critical that 
children and  
parents use the 
footpath along-
side the car park 
to enter and exit 
school to Apia 
Street. No children or parents are to  
enter the car park unless permission is 
granted. Parents and carers are  
encouraged to be strict about this rule 
as the safety of children must be our 
number 1 priority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PARENTS AND CITIZENS (P&C) ASSOCIATION UPDATE 
The Annual General Meeting will be on Thursday 8th 
August where voting will take place for all executive 
positions including president, vice president (x2),  
secretary, treasurer and executive officers (x6-8).The 
P&C is an extremely positive way for parents to con-
nect, build a stronger understanding of Australian 
school culture, and contribute to school activities and 
fundraising. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
2G Finlay Veloso, Naureen Kalia  
  

 

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK 
Mr Christopher Haberecht (Principal) 

SPECIAL  
STUDENTS  
SENT TO SHOW  
GOOD WORK  
TO THE  
PRINCIPAL     
  

TERM 2 

Kindy Regards 
Mr Chris Haberecht 
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TERM 2 2019 

BRONZE SUPERSTARS  
KM Ana Amperska, Yesmin Basaka,  
 Mohamed Chemra, Allen Jiang, Sitayesh 
 Mirzaee, Alyse Zahra, Adam Shouk 

1D Sumaiya Onar, Sayid MOSSAVI  
1W Michelle Chen, Sabrina Al Saleh,  
 Alizah haider, Alisha Ou, Caralie Havea 
3F Amir Sharifi, Fuamai Ripine, Jack Jaing,  
 Sammar Ayouch, Zahraa Alzedan   
5E Ali Ebrahimi, Tanveer Rattan  
5/6AB Cameron Eastwood, Karrar Hassan  

6Y Aya Bakrou, Neyfa Taleb, Majd 
 Mahmoud, Jana Chemiet, Zui Rui Lin  
 

Congratulations! 
The staff @ Guildford Public School are so 

happy & excited for your success.  
Be proud of your hard work &  

achievement. 
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On Thursday, 23th May 2019, we went on a Parents 
excursion to Australia’s biggest bookstore, called 
‘Kinokuniya’. The day started with us catching a train 
from Guildford station to Town Hall. Our lovely 
Teachers Judy, Ros, Kerrie, and Rita joined us. The 
mums were very excited to be visiting the store and the 
fact that they could purchase a book or two with 
School was happy to pay. All the parents managed to 
get the book they liked and thought they could enjoy 
reading it with their children at home.  
The purpose of the Excursion was to acknowledge the 
dedication and hard work of these parents that were 
put in to learn a whole new language English. These 
parents are very hardworking and keen to learn English 
as a second language in order to eliminate the language 
barrier.  
The parents had a great day and they all were very ex-
cited to be able to purchase a book that they pick them-
selves without the cost of purchasing. Parents were 
more excited to know about this bookstore and now 
that they know how to get there. Most of them men-
tioned that they will visit the store again with their 
children and try to read some books during the holi-
days.  
 
Kinokuniya is very large bookstore in the city 
located in the Galaries close to Town Hall  
Station. They have all sorts and levels of books 
from Picture book to very complicated novels and 
bilingual books. Do visit the store and let us 
know of your experience.  
 

Level 2 The Galeries,  
500 George Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
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Every Thursday, from 9:00am to 11:00am, Guildford 
Public School run different free English Classes or 
Educational Workshops for parents. From the start 
of 2018 up to the present, GPS has continuously 
been running FREE English Conversational Classes 
for parents. These classes run under the supervi-
sion of the CLOs of GPS; Zainab Ashrafi and Jamile 
Daher. These classes have teachers who are  
volunteers; that are offering their time into helping 
our Non-English speaking parents to be able to  
effectively communicate in English.  
 
Our classes start at 9:00am where morning tea is 
served followed by the start of their class at 
9:30am until 10:30am. Most of our parents and  
volunteer teachers are so enthusiastic that they 
want to have an extra few minutes to cover any-
thing that they couldn’t finish by 10:30am. This 
leads to official end of the class at 11:00am.  
 
When our English Conversational Classes first  
started, we had about 15-20 parents.  The parents   
regularly attending, and from these classes they  
received the information about free English courses 
that they could enrol into.  The courses are  
provided by the government( based on the eligibility 
criteria) and some of our parents are now success-
ful in getting enrolled into those English classes.  
 
Our parents love coming to the English Classes and 
enjoy the conversations that they could have with 
one another. Most of our parents have requested if 
we can have more of English Classes on everyday  
bases. Mrs Nasire, Mrs Tamaki, Mrs Muradi and 
many others commented; 
 
 “It will be great and we can learn faster, if we 
have English classes more than one day”.  
 
 

“These English classes has helped me understand 
few of the words my children use at home and I 
can reply with few English words that I have 
learnt”.  
 
“Coming to these English classes has helped me 
find some good friends and through them now I 
can go to other workshops running outside the 
school”.  
 
“I could tell my husband few names of the fruit 
in English when I asked him to bring fruits and 
he was surprised”.  
 

“I enjoy coming to English classes and I love my 
teachers. They are very friendly and very pa-
tient when I ask them the same question hundred 
times”.  
 
“English classes helped me visit to the doctor  
yesterday because I could in few words tell him 
that I have headache”.  

Our parents love coming to our English Classes and 
we would be happier to get more parents.  
 
At the end of 2018, we had our end of year  
celebration and award ceremony, where our all  
participants were awarded with a story book that 
they could read with their children at home. We  
also took our parents for an excursion to the city, 
where they travelled by public transport (Train).  
 
The purpose of travelling by public transport was to 
ensure our parents know how and where to catch 
the trains, and how to travel to the city with their 
children over the holidays. This helped them gain 
more confidence in terms of catching trains or  
buses to travel to the city with their children  
without the support of others.  
 
Starting 2019, we had our English Conversational 
Classes running again from Term 1, Week 3. We 
started with 10-15 parents with few being our 
2018’s parents and 5-8 new parents. In the first 
Term we had an excursion to Auburn Botanic  
Gardens, travelling by train and bus. Most of our 
parents said it was their first time visiting the  
Garden, one of the parents commented;  
 
“I have been here 10 years and this is the first 
time I have come to Auburn Botanic Garden”.  
 
Another mum said; “Until I don’t bring Sajjad 
here, I will not be satisfied. I have to bring him 
here and he is going to love this place”.  
 
We are hoping to organise more excursions where 
our parents can update their skills and knowledge of 
the places they can travel to and services available 
to help them. We are also hopeful on getting more  
parents to join our English Conversational Classes 
and build in their ability to effectively  
communicate in English and make new friendships 
with their fellow community members. This  
platform does not only help them with language  
barriers, but also to build friendships and create 
strong community bond with their school community. 
   
We are THANKFUL to all our parents for joining 
our classes and making it a success. We are also 
THANKFUL to our Volunteers who sacrifice their 
precious time in helping our GPS Community to be 
successful. We thank Kerry Cheeseman for running 
around and putting her time and so much effort in 
finding us enthusiastic volunteers.  

Thank you to all the  
Stakeholders 
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      K-2 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL    

DATE:  20th June 2019 
Thursday Week8 

TIME:  12:30pm - 3pm 
VENUE: Guildford Public School 

Are You A Parent of a 
Child Aged 2 to 12? 

The Parenting and Family Support Centre at the University 
of Queensland is conducting research into parents’ opinions 
about parenting and parenting programs. If you have a child 
between 2 and 12 years, we would love to hear your views 
on parenting and the services that are available to you as a 
parent. You will need to complete a short survey. To find 
out more or to participate please visit  
 

https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/parenting 
 
Researchers from the University of Queensland are con-
ducting research into parents’ opinions about parenting and 
parenting programs. If you have a child between 2 and 12 
years, we would love to hear your views on parenting and 
the services that are available to you as a parent. You will 
need to complete a short survey. To find out more, please 
visit: https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/parenting 

 

 
 
 
 

Kindergarten 
Reminders 

To all Parents and Carers of Kindergarten students, 
Please remember that our school policy does not allow 
for any students to be in the courtyard area before 
school at all.  All students are required to play or wait 
with their  
parents under the COLA if they arrive at school be-
tween 8:30am to 9am.  This is because we do not 
have a teacher on duty in this area in the mornings.  
We want to make sure all students remain safe and 
adequately supervised while on school premises. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation to wait downstairs 
with your child in the mornings, until the bell rings for 
learning time. 
 
Thank you in advance. 
Kind Regards 
All Kindergarten Teachers    
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Message From the Office  
 

To Enrolment into the 
TRANSITION TO SCHOOL PROGRAM  

for Kindergarten 2020  
 

Simply come to the front office, obtain 
an Enrolment Form and a  

Transition to School Program form, fill in 
the forms, returned them along with all  

appropriate paperwork i.e. 
 Birth Certificate 

 Immunisation Certificate 
 Proof of Residency  

 etc. 

 

 
 
 
 

Parramatta/Holroyd Family Support Inc. 
Presents: 

Transition to School Program for 2020 
 

Where:  Guildford Public School 
               Apia Street, Guildford  

Venue:   School Hall            
When:   Tuesday afternoons Terms 3 & 4  

Time:    1:00pm - 2:30pm  
Starts:  30th July 2019 

Ends:    10th December 2019 
 

Parramatta/Holroyd Family Support  
is running a 17 week Transition to School Program  

for children who are 4/5yrs old and  
will be starting school (Kindergarten) in 2020 

Students must be enrolled at GPS 
 

Limited spaces are available  
 

This is a free program  
To book your child/ren into the program  
please call Suzanne on PH: 9636 8437 

 
Enrolment forms are available from the school office  

Please complete the form and hand into the office. 
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  Follow us on Twitter 
     @Guildford PS      
           #gps2018 
 
 
Guildford Public School is now connecting on Twitter to up-
date and connect with other schools and educators about 
the wonderful learning experiences and opportunities provid-
ed to our students. Please note that students will not be 
identified by full names at any time on a Twitter post. 

GPS SCHOOL APP 
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TERM  2 – DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
 
 

PSSA   

PSSA TRAINING 
GIRLS LEAGUE TAG - Mondays (Lower Grass) @ 8:10am - 9am 

BOYS SOCCER - Monday (Lower Grass) @ 3pm - 4pm 

 GIRLS SOCCER - Tuesday (Lower grass) @ 3pm 3:55pm 

BOYS LEAGUE TAG - Wednesday (Lower Grass) @ 8:10am - 9am 

NEWCOMBEBALL Thursday (COLA) @ 8:15am - 9am 

NETBALL Thursday (Multipurpose Court) @ 8:30am - 9am 

EVERY     
MONDAY 

SPARKS (In the Library) @ 3pm-4pm 

K-2 CHOIR @ 1:10PM - 1:50pm 

EVERY 
TUESDAY  

ART CLUB (2E Class Room) @ 3pm-4pm 

ENVIRONMENT CLUB (Meet in the library) @ 3pm-4pm 

EVERY 
THURSDAY   

GARDENING CLUB - K-2 (in front of Library) @ 1pm-2pm 

K-2 DANCE GROUP @ 1:10PM - 1:50pm 

ENGLISH LESSONS - All purpose room - 9:30am-11am 
 

WEEK 7  
Monday, 10th June PUBLIC HOLIDAY - QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 

Wednesday, 12th 
June Sydney West Cross Country Carnival 

WEEK 8 

Monday, 17th to  
Friday 21st June  

Thursday, 20th June Annual Athletics Carnival (Year 3-6) 
Annual Athletics Carnival (Year K-2 @ school) 

WEEK 9 Tuesday, 25th to  
Friday, 28th SCHOOL DENTAL WEEK 

WEEK 10 FRIDAY, 5th July LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

WEEK 1 TUESDAY, 23rd July FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 
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Healthy Body, Healthy Mind? 

Physical activity releases endorphins, which improve 
mood. Sallis notes that active children  have fewer symp-
toms of anxiety and depression, both of which can lead 
to higher stress in the classroom. 
The skills learned from playing sports or games can 
transfer to the classroom, too. A fast-paced soccer match 
requires a child to have quick reflexes and sharp concen-
tration on the ball. In the classroom, that  
concentration and quick thinking can help a child more 
easily grasp concepts and work through difficult  
problems.  
Active Living Research even reports that active  
children are 20 percent more likely to receive an "A" in 
math or English. 
 

After-School Activities Are Key 

Signing kids up for after-school events is a step in the 
right direction. First, talk to your child about what he or 
she is passionate about. Joining a school team (football, 
volleyball) or finding an outside class (ballet, boxing) 
will not only keep your child active, but provide them 
with a valuable endorphin boost and help them form a 
new community. Plus, seeing friends from the team at 
school and maintaining a sport-eligible GPA can  
provide extra motivation to keep up in the classroom. 
While signing your child up for an active program is ben-
eficial, note that not all programs will fill your child's 
activity needs for the day, Sallis explains. 
"Don't assume that sports, dance, martial arts and other 
after-school programs alone provide children with 
enough physical activity, because most do not," Sallis 
says. "Go observe some programs before signing up and 
choose a program that is active and has leaders who are 
positive and encouraging."  
Sallis also suggests children wear pedometers to track 
their activity in after-school programs. 
 

How to Encourage Your Child 

"Parents are the gatekeeper for children's activity, so find 
ways to keep that gate open, with a focus on out-of-
school time," Sallis says. "It's easier when children can 
safely play with friends in the neighbourhood and ride 
their bikes to visit friends, but many parents are  
uncomfortable letting their kids be 'free range,' even in 
safe neighbourhoods.  
"If that is the case, options include parents taking turns 
supervising group activities in the neighbourhood or 
signing children up for multiple programs so they can be 
active every day." 

https://www.activekids.com/parenting-and-family/articles/
does-playing-sports-make-kids-smarter 


