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I begin my message today by thanking you for your  
patience, kindness and support as we navigate these  
extraordinary times. My mind is constantly considering the 
health and wellbeing of students, staff and the wider  
community for whom I am responsible. The significant 
sources I rely on for accurate and reliable facts and  
information are the NSW Department of Education and the 
Department of Health. I am in constant communication with 
my Director of Educational leadership, John Kennedy,  
receiving daily updates from the Secretary of Education, 
Mark Scott. 
 
While there is a focus on wellbeing through best practice of 
hygiene and social distancing, at Guildford we are  
maintaining a strong connection between students and 
their learning. Below is our Values Paint Palette which 
stands firm at the entry of our school. The 10 values chosen 
by our school community demonstrate “What we are 
About”. These values are essential in providing a positive 
foundation for students, staff and community to remain 
strong in unpredictable times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Today the NSW Education Minister Sarah Mitchell said 
schools will remain open but parents are encouraged to 
keep their children at home. Class teachers have developed 
‘Home packs’ for students to take home and work from. 
Home packs may also refer students to online learning  
material. Your child’s Home pack can be picked up from his/
her class teacher. Or you can contact school and request it 
be mailed home. 

 
The Department of Education has developed a ‘Learning 
from home web page with access to teaching and learning 
resources and advice for parents https://
education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/
learning-from-home 
 
I commend our students for their courtesy and respect for 
each other when things around them seem chaotic. I com-
mend them for staying grounded in their learning and 
working hard to improve. 

 
I commend staff for their absolute commitment to the 
school community. For demonstrating the values of  
community first and self-sacrifice often seen considering 
students safety and wellbeing before their own. I commend 
the large amount of parents and carers who have exercised 
patience, respect and understanding while we travel 
through this challenging time. 
 
Guildford PS mascot - Daisy 
Our new-found school mascot, Daisy, is proving extremely 
popular as she looks over the positive choices students 
make while learning and playing. While, children make  
mistakes, Daisy is always there to remind students of the 
expectations of how to be a Guildford Star. I encourage you 
to make the time to check out the 28 languages that Daisy 
says ‘Welcome’ in.  
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School will continue to contact the parents or carers of chil-
dren who are continuously sent to school early or picked up 
late. Teachers are not employed as child minders. If this 
persists, I am required to refer this to the authorities. 
 

COMMUNITY HUB  
All Community Hub activities have been cancelled until fur-
ther notice. CLO Jamile will work with me to ensure we reo-
pen the Community Hub as soon as school non-essential 
activities are allowed to proceed. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PARENTS AND CITIZENS (P&C) ASSOCIATION  
Unfortunately too, P&C activities, including meetings are 
also cancelled for now. The planned Iftar dinner is cancelled 
as well. Stay tuned for updates regarding the Term 2,  
Mothers’ Day Stall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS (OoSH) CARE 
The OoSH remains open as long as school is open. If school 
closes, the OoSH closes too. The OoSH is open during the 
upcoming school holidays and on the first day of Term 2, 
Monday 27th April. The OoSH will communicate during the 
school holidays any changes or cancellation. 
 

‘CONTINUITY OF LEARNING HOME PACKS’ 
Home packs have been created for grades K-6 so your  
children have a continuity of learning while isolated at 
home due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Home packs may be 
hard or soft copy (paper or online). teachers have included 
a timetable for your child to follow which starts with eating 
a healthy breakfast. Home packs were sent home last Friday 
but are available at the school office or if you prefer can be 
mailed home (allow 2-5 days for delivery). 
 
Teachers are still heavily engaged in preparing learning  
experiences for all children and I encourage you to maintain 
contact through the electronic application currently used. 
Parents will be notified by SMS and Skoolbag when the next 
Home pack is ready for collection. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL EVENTS 
Due to the COVID19 situation, we are focusing on essential 
services only at school. This means excursions and school 
events have all but be cancelled. Some events may be  
shifted to a later date. 
 

COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES  
Skoolbag is our main way of 
communicating school 
events, reminders, changes 
to school programs,  
cancellation of events or 
sports training,and notices 
about extreme weather. 
Skoolbag App notifications 

are posted almost every day and help parents, carers and 
students keep up to date with all things Guildford. 
We has invested in a text message tool which means you 
have most likely received the link to this Newsletter 
through. The text messaging tool will allow school to  
contact a higher proportion of parents and carers as long as 
we have on record your current mobile phone number. 
Everyone answers text messages, which means hopefully, 
more people will receive the newsletter. Please contact the 
office to update your mobile if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL HOURS AND STAFF DUTY OF CARE 
School hours are effectively 8.30am – 3.00pm. Playground 
supervision begins at 8.30am under the COLA, lower  
concrete and basketball court areas. No child should be at 
school before 8.30am unless involved in an excursion or 
sports training. Any children arriving before 8.30am are to 
sit on a silver bench seat in the courtyard. Once the 8.30am 
bell sounds, all children must move down the stairs.  
Parents are welcome to enter the school, but once in, 
school and duty teachers have a ‘Duty of Care’ in which 
they must supervise all children. 
 
The 3.00pm bell signifies time to go home. No child should 
be left at school unsupervised. The purpose of establishing 
the Out of School Hours Care (OoSH) was to help families 
out at a very affordable cost. School will be contacting  
parents whom children are often late to be picked up. The 
 OoSH is also open from 7.00 – 9.00am to care for children, 
providing a nutritious breakfast and affordable support. 
 

School will continue to contact the 
parents or carers of children who are 
continuously sent to school early or 
picked up late. Teachers are not  
employed as child minders. If this  
persists, I am required to refer this to 
the authorities. 
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TERM 1 

1D Alusine Jallah 

1EH Agamraya Alaric 

2A Fatima Ibrahimi, Mustafa El Kassab 

  

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK 

 

SPECIAL  

STUDENTS  

SENT TO SHOW  

GOOD WORK  

TO THE  

PRINCIPAL  

Kind Regards 

Mr Chris Haberecht Principal 

Happy  
Harmony  

Day 
From the ladies in the  

Office @ GPS 
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Our Stage 1 students have been looking at the 
themes of bravery and courage and have been busy 
making connections to the recent drought,  
bushfires and floods of Australia. Some of our  
students have written letters to give to our  
local Fire Fighters. 
 
Check out some of the many talented writers we 

have in Stage 1 at Guildford Public! 
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All the Kindergarten classrooms have been us-

ing play centres during their Literacy rotations. 

Research tells us that play centres have many 

benefits in student learning. Students are not 

only nurturing their creativity and imagination, 

but they are developing their fine motor skills 

and learning how to compromise and share. Ask 

a kindergarten student you know to tell you 

about the station in their room. This week KLA 

has a Café, KR has a MasterChef kitchen, KB 

has a Grocery shop, KH has a Post Office and 

KS has a Puppet Theatre. There’s always a lot 

of fun learning in Kindergarten.  
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The above cartoon is a child friendly document which provides an explanation of COVID-19 in 

kids speak (link following where you can find this document in a variety of languages)  
https://www.mindheart.co/descargables 

 
The NSW Health website has all the nuts and bolts of COVID-19  

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/diseases/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
 

Of course our school website provides daily updates from the DoE  
https://guildford-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 
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PLEASE VISIT GUILDFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL WEBSITE TO VIEW THE NEWSLETTER 

www.guildford-p.school.nsw.edu.au 
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  Follow us on Twitter 
     @Guildford PS      
           #gps2018 
 

 

Guildford Public School is now connecting on Twitter to up-

date and connect with other schools and educators about 

the wonderful learning experiences and opportunities provid-

ed to our students. Please note that students will not be 

GPS SCHOOL APP 


